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MD-1LIONS COMING TOGETHER TO HELP THE
RESIDENTS OF DISTRICT 1-CS AFTER BEING HIT BY
TORNADOES
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Lions Clubs Iinternational
FOUNDATION

Expand your reach with
LCIF

LCIF grants support humanitarian projects and empower Lions to

better serve our communities. By reading the [LCHF Granis
Opporiumnities Gounde, you will learm more about our grant options,
recent updates and increased funding.

Dowmniload O

Mew LCIF Vision Grant. The new Yision Grant supports
efforts to address preventable blimdness and assist the

visually impaired. Leam more about this grant and how you
can improve eyve health in your community. * Get details

Increased grant funding. LCIF Hunger and Matching Grants
have increased to USE150,000. Take advantage of expanded
funding to sernye more communities. Explore the LCIF Grants
Toolkit to learm monz. * Access toolkit

Emergency Grants have increased to USE15, 000, When your
community needs help most, these grants can expand your
disaster relief efforts. * View grants

@ Disaster relief support. LCIF Disaster Freparedness and

Wriatch the webinar to learn more about these exciting grant updates
(available in Enalish onby).

Contact us at LCIFGlobalGrantsilionsclubs.org.
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EASTER EGG HUNTS AROUND

MD-1

Bolingbrook Lions Club ~ Braidwood Lions Club Milford Lions Club Durand Lions Club

Fox Lake Lions Club Winthrop Harbor Lions AlWood Lions Club Aurora Lions Club
Darien Lions Club Elburn Lions Club Athens Lions & Leos Westville Lions Club

Chicago Ridge Lions Club  Crest Hill Lions Club Cedarville Lions Club Cobden Lions Club
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EASTER EGG HUNTS AROUND

MD-1
(cont’d)
Leaf River Lions Club Orangeville Lions Club Batavia Lions Club Mokena Lions Club
Morris Lions Club Byron Lions Club Malta Lions Club Prospect Heights Lions

Club

Shorewood Lions Club Hardscrabble Lions Club Staunton Lions Club
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DISTRICT 1-A GOVERNOR
BRENDA STEVENS

Berwyn Lions Club March
Madness Fun!

. Calumet City Lions Club Pancake  Chicago Healthcare for Alliance
- Kk L g
Brookfield-LaGrange Park Lions Breakfast Lions Club pack food for Feed My
Starving Children

Club induct a new member

Chicago Puerto Rico Lions Club

Chicago Ecuadorean Lions Club inducted 3 new members

helping Feed My Starving Children

Chicago Filipino
American Lions Club

Windy City Lions help pack

Stickney-Forest View Lions Club ’s Willow Springs Lions Club induct and serve 100 meals for
Strides for Diabetes Awareness Fun a new member Night Ministry
Walk
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DISTRICT 1-A (continued)

District 1-A Helen Keller SK Walk

& Run Fundraiser Chicago Bayanihan Sampaguita
Lions Club Anniversary &
Chicago Indo-US Lions Induction of Officers
Club and FIA Chicago
planting trees to help the
environment

Orland Park Lions presentation of
gift cards to the Orland Township

Page 15



DISTRICT 1-BK GOVERNOR
TOM DREZ

Thank you to all Illinois Lions that attended our annual district
celebration/convention in Bolingbrook. We sincerely appreciate your attendance
and support as we hit a new post-pandemic attendance record. IT was great to
see everyone and catch-up! District 1BK Lions will be out in force at the state
conulention in Springfield. We will forward to seeing everyone from around the
state!

Have a great MAY!! DG Tom tom@drez.net 630-240-5024

Channahon Lions Club inducted 4 Joliet Noon Lions Club played host to two of their Students of the
new members Month in April

DG Tom presented Lemont Lions . .
Club with the Excellence Award Oswego Lions Club Spaghetti
patch and pin Dinner

Wilmington Lions Club
inducts a new member
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DISTRICT 1-BK (continued)
1-BK CONVENTION
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DISTRICT 1-BK (continued)

Crest Hill Lions Club donates a

Bradley Lions Club induct 2 new Bradley Lions Club Ham “Buddy Bench” for the Richland
members Dinner School District
Crest Hill Lions Club induct 3 Crete Lions Club celebrates . .
21
new members 85 Years of Service Frankfort Lions Club delivered

Easter meals to local families

Hardscrabble Lions Club Herscher Lions Club inducts a new
Battle of the Bars member
Lemont Lions Food Drive
Minooka Lions Club New Lenox Lions Club Free
welcomed Colin Haake and Spaghetti Dinner for Seniors

his family to our member
dinner meeting, where we
honored him with the Heart Plainfield Lions Club Spring
of a Lion Award. Dinner
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DISTRICT 1-CN GOVERNOR
JIM HAUENSCHILD

Troy Lions Club meets future Leader Dog, Buchy

Central City Lions Club
hosted the Culpepper
Merriweather Circus

Lebanon Lions Club planted a Sun
Valley Red Maple tree in Horner
Park to celebrate Earth Day
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Orion Lions Club making pork
chops and hot dogs for the
American Legion Easter Egg Hunt



DISTRICT 1-CS GOVERNOR
HEATHER ABELL CASTLEBERY

On Friday, April 18, 2025, a powerful display of service and
community came together as Lions from across lllinois sup-
ported a vital disaster relief food distribution initiative for Per-
ry County residents impacted by the devastating tornadoes
of March 14, 2025. This initiative was made possible through
a generous $15,000 grant awarded by the Lions Clubs Inter-
national Foundation (LCIF) to assist those affected by the
disaster.

| extend my heartfelt thanks to the Lions of District 1-CS, District 1-J, and District 1-
CN for their active participation and support. Special recognition goes to District 1-J,
which graciously donated $2,000, and the Naperville Noon Lions Club, which con-
tributed an additional $1,000 toward the relief efforts.

| am also grateful for the leadership and hands-on support provided by District 1-J
Governor Jeff Cholewa and District 1-CN Governor Jim Hauenschild. Their involve-
ment exemplifies the spirit of Lionism and the power of coordinated action during
times of need.

A sincere thank you goes out to the following clubs and Furture Leader Dog for their
essential roles in the success of the distribution:

DuQuoin Lions Club
Carterville Lions Club
Carterville Cub Club
Mounds Lions Club
Roselle Lions Club

New Baden Lions Club
Future Leader Dog Cosmo

| also deeply appreciate the collaboration and support from our community partners:
the City of DuQuoin, the City of Pinckneyville, and the Village of St. Johns. Their co-
operation ensured that the distribution ran smoothly and reached those who needed
it most.

This effort underscores what can be achieved when Lions and communities work
hand-in-hand to SERVE. To all who contributed time, resources, and heart—thank
you for demonstrating what it truly means to be a LION.

Together, We Serve and are Abell to Make a Difference!

Yours in Service,
Lion Heather
District Governor 1-CS
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DISTRICT 1-CS (continued)

Benton Lions Club BCHS
Academic fine arts honors program

Thank you to the Lions Club s Thank you to District 1-J
International Foundation, and all Lions Club for your

the incredible Lions Club and generous $2,000 donation
volunteers, who made the Perry _and support of the

County Disaster Relief Food District 1-CS Lions Club

Distribution a success! of Illinois Disaster Relief
Food Distribution

Dugqoin Lions Club Free Food Mounds Lions Club doing a
Distribution Event Hearing Screening

Carterville Lions Club
Pancake Breakfast

West Frankfort Lions Club 2025-
2026 Officers
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https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61566478820094&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU8pY9FEsLowduwT9pk8O_9fTs2qO-ncLRYfkr3TJCRyYCodCapMnxbdZrKzBcLPDTBMxfpXo-vE-8r1hbUhzS44zILhn-A8SYdtP4nyZ-w6Okj4ora5Ut_WWnNBnqBiNfEl4vtKZn712B-Y4s5EwC0f8cXXHNVLA_tDDZAGEKKLGJp1jMuQU5HfzRKF
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61566478820094&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU8pY9FEsLowduwT9pk8O_9fTs2qO-ncLRYfkr3TJCRyYCodCapMnxbdZrKzBcLPDTBMxfpXo-vE-8r1hbUhzS44zILhn-A8SYdtP4nyZ-w6Okj4ora5Ut_WWnNBnqBiNfEl4vtKZn712B-Y4s5EwC0f8cXXHNVLA_tDDZAGEKKLGJp1jMuQU5HfzRKF
https://www.facebook.com/LCIFLions?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWvmmEzfsvV0zKXT6Ld1aJk1EmampAD0ryUJ3fnamv0fgTeH8KlgyNj3zgz4kCNnHWVjl_unJdp_BFGVrlMukhB52wXoDr48HjB8rX1_hKwxu3F8LiXayXWMr5lHzJffKO3VBuNaXTx5obUeaZ5TV4SrdH766cN08feMin-1bJ10WXOVEk8K8qe7iAjMwhCtNBAJJEFMhs8IjR9H
https://www.facebook.com/LCIFLions?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWvmmEzfsvV0zKXT6Ld1aJk1EmampAD0ryUJ3fnamv0fgTeH8KlgyNj3zgz4kCNnHWVjl_unJdp_BFGVrlMukhB52wXoDr48HjB8rX1_hKwxu3F8LiXayXWMr5lHzJffKO3VBuNaXTx5obUeaZ5TV4SrdH766cN08feMin-1bJ10WXOVEk8K8qe7iAjMwhCtNBAJJEFMhs8IjR9H

DISTRICT 1-D GOVERNOR

LONNA BENTLEY
DISTRICT 1-D CONVENTION
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DISTRICT 1-D (continued)

Amboy Lions Club presents Chief Durand Lions Club supported the

. Byron Lions Club Dakota Community School Districts
Sl)cgu;g;i;l:ivsl:ﬁ) Le;tzgge presents Braden Wiesner ct 201 with a check to help fund
P ) with his Eagle Scout their prom
plaque

Galena Lions Club donated $1,000
to the Galena EMS

Durand Lions Club Mt. Carroll Lions Club
helped the scouts get new Roses Day
uniforms
Pearl Lions Club Spring Pearl Lions Club gave away Poplar Grove Lions Club clean up
Highway Clean Up 2025 bikes to 32 Pearl City School K- of Route 173 and the park

4th grade students
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DISTRICT 1-F GOVERNOR
CHARLES LANSING

Antioch Lions Club took to
Antioch roads in an effort perform

1-F Lions at the Dining in the Dark Adopt-a-Highway cleanup duties
event at 2 Chefs in Bensenville

The Barrington Lions Club, D220
students, & the Troop 21 Scouts out

The Barrington Lions Club make a cleaning up the Barrington roadside

$1,000 donation to The Catlow 1927 The DesPlaines and
Foundation Glenview Lions Club

helped with a special
fundraiser for Project

Lake Villa Lions Club Pancake

Grayslake Lions Club Puppies &
Pancake Breakfast

Prosepct Heights Lions Club
Pancake Breakfast

Winthrop Harbor Lions Club
made a donation in excess of
$11000 to Mayor Lion Dr.
Michael Bruno for Winthrop
Harbor Park District to
repair the roof on snack
building
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DISTRICT 1-G GOVERNOR

JUDY BELL DISTRICT 1-G CONVENTION
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DISTRICT 1-G (continued)

Carlinville Lions Club
made a donation to
Macoupin/Montgomery
Counties Crime Stoppers.

Jacksonville Lions celebrated Earth
Day picking up trash around
Jacksonville Library
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Gillespie Lions Club held their first
outdoor pork chop-pork burger
sandwich event

Congratulations to all of the

students honored at the 51st

Annual Palmyra Lions Club
Honors Banquet

Two Highland Lions Club
members received
International President
Certificates of
Appreciation at their 50th
Anniversary Celebration

White Hall Lions Club
Fish Fry


https://www.facebook.com/MacMontCS?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXQcS8FaW9iDGecwWrgdJNXAuqUBzL3d_UNzzw7IftnPqmlkIylWkY2veorOoOHJWvbHk71I4_RB4fwT2sz2SsRWCetfeghmAc80Hhd-W_jUutJukv6duqnDpXVXxJuXXBgWhuKDww17dva6JHFw-mv&__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/MacMontCS?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXQcS8FaW9iDGecwWrgdJNXAuqUBzL3d_UNzzw7IftnPqmlkIylWkY2veorOoOHJWvbHk71I4_RB4fwT2sz2SsRWCetfeghmAc80Hhd-W_jUutJukv6duqnDpXVXxJuXXBgWhuKDww17dva6JHFw-mv&__tn__=-%5dK*F

DISTRICT 1-H GOVERNOR
MARK BEAN

The "Dandelions" won 1st place at CICBVI Stars and Stripes
fundraiser. Some members from Peoria Heights Suburban and
Chillicothe clubs

Macomb Lions Club Health Fair

Peoria Heights Suburban Lions Club collecting used sneakers
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DISTRICT 1-J GOVERNOR
JEFFREY CHOLEWA

Hello fellow Lions and Leo’s

We just had our District Convention and may I say it was a “Swinging
Success”. The convention committee took a “Swing to Succeed” and they
did just that. Thank you all who attended. We had just over 200 Lions and
guests attend the convention. We had 16 vendors set up for us on Friday
and Saturday. Thank you to our special guests for attending. International
Director Honorable Anthony Paradiso from New York, Past Council Chair Lion BJ Blahnik &
Leader Dog Jackson along with Past District Governor Lion Brad Behrens from Wisconsin,
District 1CS Governor Lion Heather Abell Castlebery, Past Council Chair Lion John Barsanti
and Lion Joanne Barsanti My son Jacob and his wife Kirsten were also in attendance. On
Friday afternoon I took our guests to visit Spectrios Institute for Low Vision where Wheaton
Lion Dr R. Tracy Williams and his staff gave us a tour and explained the services and work
they do there. It was an amazing two hours. We returned to the convention and we went to
dinner at Coopers Hawk along with 1VDG Lion Terri and her husband Adrian and 2VDG Bob
Olender. It was time well spent enjoying the company and learning about our guests and their
Lions journey. After all that we returned to partake in 4 hospitality rooms and all the fun.

On Saturday we conducted our District business, gave out awards and recognition. Had our
next leadership voted in. Congratulations to DGE Lion Terri, 1 VDGE Lion Bob and 2VDGE
Lion John. In the afternoon we had the pleasure to hear PCC Lion BJ’s amazing story. He is a
very powerful motivational speaker and had us all laughing and crying at the same time.
Cosmo also had some of Future Leader Dogs in attendance to hear Lion BJ and LD Jackson.
After his presentation we had all the puppies come up and take a group photo with Lion BJ and
LD Jackson. We finally got some good ones. It was quite the spectacle getting all the puppies
lined up.

After dinner we got hear from ID Honorable Anthony Paradiso speak. His presentation was
fantastic and very encouraging. ID Lion Anthony and I presented International President
awards and Certificates. ID lion Anthony also installed a new Lion to the Roselle Lions Club
because DGE Lion Terri broke down in tears and could not do the installation when she found
out it was her husband Adrian that was to be installed. All in all it was a great convention.

Thank you to everyone for attending and your support over this past year.

Remember you need to “Swing to Succeed” See you all soon. DG Lion Jeff Cholewa &
Cosmo
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DISTRICT 1-J (continued)

1-J CONVENTION
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DISTRICT 1-J (continued)

Burr Ridge-Hinsdale-Oak Brook
Lions Club Annual Wine Tasting

Algonquin Lions Club annual clean

Dundee Township Lions Club
-up day

Elmhurst Lions Club’s Pizza Party

Huntley Area Lions collecting
used eye glasses

Fundraiser

Glen Ellyn Lions Club host and
play Bingo at the DuPage Care
Center

Johnsburg Lions Club Meat Raffle

are Gold Sponsors for the
Dundee Highlands 5K race in
May

Huntley Area Lions Club
present a $250 donation
Huntley Community Radio
Station

Naperville Noon Lions donated
$7,500 to Feed My Starving
Children

Waterman Lion Richard
Smith was recognized for
his work setting up the
twice-weekly Community
Coffees

North Aurora Lions’ Knit &
Crochet-A-Thons
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DISTRICT 1-J (continued)

McHenry/Wonder Lake Lions Club
will award scholarships to seniors
from MCHS who will attend
community college
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Naperville Noon Lions Club support
area charities

Westmont Lions Club
made a donation to a
family who lost their home

Westmont Lions Club
preparing for their Spring
Fling



DISTRICT 1-M GOVERNOR
RUTHIE WIMBLEY

Lennon got her new
glasses today! Her family
had no idea Lennon
needed them until she
went to the Bismark Lions
Club vision screening

Altamont Lions Club induct a new Arthur/Atwood Lions Club Fish Casey Lions Club received a $250

member Fry donation from the Casey State
Bank
Palestine Lions Club’s 1st Uptown Palestine Lions Club inducts 2 new Ramsey Lions Club Community
Pancake/Sausage Breakfast members Sale
Rankin Lions Club Event Strasburg Lions Club “LEO” Vandalia Lions Club Hearing &
members made a donation to the Vision Screening

Mary Bryant Home for the Blind
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